
Month 1

Emailed colleague 
who had used same 

research method

Responded with five 
titles (papers/book 

chapters)

Search GS for these 
titles

Those able to access 
immediately 

download
Save to Mendeley

Some need Athens 
password

Not saved on 
personal 
computer

Logged into LEARN 
(VLE) for password Couldn’t find it

Tried Google to find 
a list of items on 
author’s website

List but no links

Stopped searching 
for those papers 

couldn’t access and 
read the others

Month 2

Google Scholar

Look inside relevant 
articles and scan 

through for content 
they want

Content would 
have a particular 

diagram 
associated with 
it so scanning 

easy

No paper found 
with relevant 

detail

Search Library 
catalogue with 

same search terms
Nothing new

Search Google for 
personal page with 

list of articles

Found author’s 
Uni profile page 
with list but log 

in needed

Knew info was in 
a particular 

book

Previously 
borrowed from 
staff member 

but didn’t want 
to do this again

Check Google for a 
preview – section 

not there

Spoke to supervisor 
who suggested 

buying a copy for 
department

Contacted Librarian 
and ordered two 

copies

Actually borrowed 
the staff member’s 
copy whilst waiting 
for order to arrive

Month 3

Searched paper 
notes to remember 
a research method 
learned about at a 

workshop

Initial search on 
mobile phone (at 
night) on Google 

Scholar

Initial results 
weren’t what 
they wanted

Use Google to find 
info about the 

research method

Needed to find 
scholarly 

content from a 
research paper

Used Google 
Scholarly Article 

suggestions at the 
top of the page

First research paper 
had the necessary 

information needed

Next day printed 
out the paper using 

office PC

Month 4 - nothing

Month 5

Saw a book on 
colleague’s desk 
which would be 

useful

Search Google for 
book title

Found a website 
dedicated to the 

book

Browsed 
website but felt 
needed to read 

the book

Used Google 
Shopping to get 

idea of price

Check price on 
Amazon

Decided didn’t 
need to buy the 

book

Check Library 
catalogue Wrote down code Collected book from 

the Library

Month 8

At Library for 
different reason 
when thought to 

check if any 
books on a new 

idea

Searched Library 
catalogue

Narrowed down 
to books only

Only one book in 
stock so took that 

one
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